Recent progress in breast cancer research at Osaka Medical Center for Cancer and Cardiovascular Diseases.
The Cancer Registry started in Osaka Prefecture in the early Sixties has shown a steady and significant increase in breast cancer incidence. The rate in 1992 was 34 out of 100,000 female population. Breast conserving therapy was applied increasingly in more patients, and 52% received this therapy in 1994. The results (survival and disease-free) for 372 patients were no lower than those for conventional mastectomy. Clonal analysis utilizing RFLP of phosphoglycerokinase gene and PCR revealed that most of so-called multicentric tumors in the breast were intraductally spread lesions (multifocal, not multicentric) and demonstrated that phyllodes tumor is a neoplasm of mesenchymal cells, not of epithelial cells.